
«> soon to be more practically exhibited
«n tho banks of the Heine, we oon-

Jfees ft misgiving about the peace-compelling
IxutaeM, The great difficulty at present
/existing Appears to be a fear in the minds of
American inventors that it is a huge trap to
Capture gratuitously the work of their teem¬
ing brains. Austria is to be requested not to

40 anything of the kind.
The disclaimer of Mr. Brooks on the Credit

Mobilier question led to the most notable
feature of the day.a proposition to have an¬

other committee appointed to examine thor¬
oughly the whole Union Pacific business in its
relations to the government from beginning
to end. A full consideration of this matter
«u postponed ; but from the temper of the
Pouse it is not improbable that the proponed
Committee will be appointed. The action of
Jh« special committee in continuing its close
gdSgioQS was commented on. The response
was characteristic. They prefer telling the
Story altogether at the close of the investi¬
gation to letting the public learn its progress
from day to day. It may be pertinent to ask
Whether the members, who long unanimously
for newspaper fame, would like to have this
''Star Chamber" rule applied to their orations
4gfing a whole session ?

KJind of Vessels Required for
V1Our Wary,

The aotion of the Senate and House of Rep-
fCflontativos in reference to the navy and naval
fehips building deserves more than a passing
notioe, A large majority of our representa¬
tive are of the opinion that our naval officers
are equal if not superior to those of any other
nation, yet where is the instance where any
^Upaber of naval officers have tyesn consulted
As to the class or kind of vessel most suited
lo the wants pf the service ?

iron have been planted and built

jniopi* ^ho nevfjr we*e at sea, and naval

bffioers have beeh ordered to" sins or swlffi in
(1, »n& the;y have done belli; IffliJgftjjj-[ thftf|here is no record to show that any

nafhoer of naval officers wei'e ever consulted
|jbO])£ those to be constructed for naval pur-

when we refer to naval officers we
tat class whose duty it is to sail and

~

of the navy. There is spring¬
ing Ap among mercantile men a desire to in-

<j^Qj^qe oar carrying trade; andjn o^der to do
$ ^3'floclion of our country advocates woocC
another Cron, for mercantile purposes.
v do not propose to argue the point as to
Which is best for that purpose; but we do

Sloet emphatically state it as a fact that, for
raising ships of war for all purposes, for the

protection of oommerce, for an ordinary fight,
pt in case of grounding, iron would be the
faogt useless material in the world to be used.
|( is only necessary to refer to the Hatteras,
whioh went to the bottom in ten minutes after
receiving one broadside of the rebel steamer
Alabama. tliifi Itiree^quarter ^iron Ts

lly pfSot against rifled musketry.
jero is quite a store of live oak, well
>ned and of suitable size, in our navy

^ards.enough to build a dozen or more ships
J>f the Hartford or Canandaigua class. These
flpfigW of vessels have done more service than
Vll the contract ships that ever were built, and
Mil yet last many years. Tho cost of build¬
ing wooden ships will be greater if built at the
government yards; but, it is urged, they would
pe better and of sounder material. Congress
.^asaed the "Eight-Hour law," but has no

power of enforcing it except as regards labor
$ndor government control. In private ship¬
yards nine, ten and even eleven hours, as may
4>e decreed by the owners, constitutes a day's
Oork, and all government employes are paid
for eight hours tho same pay that outside
Bkill receives for nine, ten or eleven hours.
This, it is plain to be seen, causes the difFer-
finco of cost between a contract and a goveru-
tnent-built ship. This also puts at the dis-
fxwal of the government the best mechanical
labor in the country; for the same pay good
tnen would work faithfully eight hours per
day against the hours of outside labor.
fjinco the election is a thing of the past men

heed no longer encumber the rolls on account
Of tho number of votes they control; but those
yrhoM duty it is to employ men should be free
to select only first class workmen, irrespective
t>t party or faction and untrammelled by politi¬
cal motives or political hucksters. If such
treasures were adopted then govemmenUbuilt
Ihips would cost but very little more than
Contract ones, and the work would be vastly su¬

perior.
' It is well known that no ships in the world,

Scept perhaps East India teak-built ships,
?e lasted like the American live-oak ships

tot our navy. They have in all cases been fit
lor service years after any contract ship built
fct the same time has dropped to pieces and
bet name forgotten. It is for this reason that
jfre urge upon the Secretary of the Navy and
Ihe legislators the necessity of a little advice
from those who have m^de ships a life's study
before inflicting upon the navy a lot of iron
Cruising ships that will be a disgrace to
the flag they wear. Build as mauy iron-
plated armored ships as you choose, Mr. Sec¬
retary, profiting by the mistakes of other
Nations. Produce iron-clads that will resist
torpedoes if you can, but pray do not set
afloat a fleet of three-quarter or one inch iron
ihips that will lumber up and obstruct the
ohannel of Cuban ports at the first fire of
4ome mountain howitzer battery, taking down
With them brave and good American seamen

to be food for tropical sharks.
In speaking of material for building ships

U is well to observe that the material is
on hand in our navy yards and already paid
for. If under these circumstances private en¬

terprise could build a fleet of vessels cheaper
than the government can, why theu open the
doors for the contractor, who will have to
pay an advanced price for all the material be
uses in the building of ships.

Fairs of the Sea»on.

In the general rejoicing and happy reunions
that the approach of the greatest of all Chris¬
tian festivals brings with it the first oi Christian
virtues, oharity, occupies a prominent place.
The glad tidings "Peace on earth" would in
Our days have but an empty signification were

they not supplemented by deeds of charity
guoh as show accordance with the spirit of the
festival. Here are churches and schools labor¬
ing under serious disadvantages, and a timely
(oosening of purse strings will enable them to
Carry out their holy mission to the fullest
extent. Charitable societies, whose sphere of
Usefulness cannot be overestimated, now invite
the assistance of the benevolent, and home mis-
jpoiw and Other institutions designed for the

amelioration of the condition of the poor and
the outcast stretch forth their hands in muto
Btipplication to those whose means enable them
to become donors. In the hubbub of toydom
and the glittering cortege of SanU Clans such
appeals should not be forgotten. They take
a most interesting form in those fairs which
are now occupying the attention of charitable
Indies in every part of tho city. From the
palatial home of opera di.wn to the regenerated
slums of Water street the ftwr daughters of
charity are at work, and those who wish "to
lay up treasrr^s in b>!'ivon" will not bo slow
in responding to their appeal.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.
Hassan Pacha, son of tho Khedive of Egypt, is in

Italjr. Prodigious!
Lady Napier, of Magdata, has recently returned

from India to England.
Captain Mlcliaeiis, of the Onlfod states arm/, ia

at the Sturtevant House.
Bishop Randall. .! Colorado, yesterday arrived

at tho at. Nicholas liotel.
Judge Charles DanielW, of Un:Ialo, is stopping at,

the Grand Central Ilotel.
Mr. John Locke, editor of the Celtic Weekly, has

retirod from that journal.
Ex-CoHgressman Thomas A. Jeacke*, of RUodo

Island* is at the Astor House.
A. N. Hamsdell, President of tho Now London

Railroad, is at the Albomarle Hotel.
Colonel G. W. Patten, or the United States Army,

has temporary quarters at the Astor House.
Samuel F. Carrow, United States Marshal for

North Carolina, yesterday arrived at the St. Nicho¬
las Hotel.
Lady Hornby lately dined with the Prime Minis¬

ter of Japan, the first European woman who ever
bad had that honor.
Prince Leopold, Queen Victoria's youngest son,

has just been admitted to Christ Church College,
Oxford. Wonderful!
Prince Alphonzo, son of Isabella of Spain, lately

began his sixteenth year. He is still at the The-
reslanum College in Vienna. Miraculous I

It Is proposed ln^ Kentucky tfrnt the Legislative^
charter a JargJ>»h'k, to be run by best ci»'.>6ppotfrt<>n to the Louisville Library |0tt£y;
~Th« Nlc"°'^ ^Ince riagenede
^euchtcnberg nave ended their Tlsit to Egypt and
returned to 3tv Petersburg through Italy and

Austria^,-Giovanni Battlsta f^icleri. the servant In whose
arms LordJBrroq died, is a clerk In the India House,LswJon, a hale old man of seventy-live, and he al-
Inost worships the poet.
The new Syndic of Rome, Count Pianslanl, has

always been a zealous advocate of Italian unity.
He was wl^ G&ril)ald[, ^ jj( &jj d&mfcaTgna, and
assisted nlmfJesldes with money.
The King of Spain, it is said, proposes to visit the

baths of Alhama d'Aragon shortly, accompanied by
his physician, Dr. Carretero. It is sad so necessary
a feat, requires such premeditation.
After declining the appropriation from the Italian

government His Holiness the Pope cannot be said
to be in straitened circumstances. He derives
about eight million lire a year from Peter's pence,
besides a large Income from Church endowments.
Three new English missionary Bishops were to

be consacreted in the Westminster Abbey last Sun¬
day; the Revs. P. S. Royston, for Mauritius; W.
A. Russell, for North China, and Henry Rowley,
for Madagascar. The cannibals will Ale their teeth
&5es5i af the news*. i
United States Minister Thomas H. Nelson was a

passenger for Vera Cruz on tho steamship City of
Merlda, that sailed yesterday. He goes to resume
his duties at the city of Mexico, which were inter¬
rupted by the death ol his wife, whose body he
brought home for interment.
Rev. Nathaniel William Taylor Root, rector of St.

Paul's Episcopal church, of Portland, Me., died on
Saturday afternoon at the olty smallpox Hospital
of the confluent smallpox of a very severe charac¬
ter. He was a native of New Haven, Conn., and
was about lorty-two years of age.
The Berlin Court Circular of December Tsays:.

'.His Majesty the Emperor and Kiug to-day called
at the Thlergarten Hotel and paid his respects to
Frau von Sohwejnltz, the wife of His Majesty's Am¬
bassador to Austria."' the lady is the daughter of
Hon. John Jay, United States Minister at Vienna.
Mr. George Frederick Rose, a gentleman of ample

fortune, died lately In London. He had shut him¬
self up In his room for years, and neither left It or
allowed any one to enter, and absolutely perished
from want of food and soap and water. Is there
no flower of his kindred, no rosebud nigh to in¬
herit his money T How's that for high ?
Theodore Tllton, it is stated, will publish a state¬

ment in the Golden Age. denying the domestic
Irregularities recently alluded to by Wood hull and
Claflin. His statement has been ready for some
time, but was withheld until the women were re¬
leased on bail. Mr. Tllton at first determined to
ignore the whole matter, but has been so severely
pressed that be has determined to make % state-
rnent.
Prince Michel de Lnsignan has been conviotcd In

St. Petersburg of endeavoring to negotiate forged
bills on the Russian Bank of Discount. Be was
sentenced to transportation to Siberia. His father
proved In the trial that he was of royal blood,
descended from the Kings of Cyprus and Jeru¬
salem. Temporary financial distress that was
shared by his father was the Incitement to tbe
crime. What a misfortune to be a Prince with a
poor father I
The Boston Transcript remarks, touching the

subject of "Noble Wives," that Mr. Seward's fame
began to wane upon the death of his wife, to whom
he owed the vitalizing currents which bore him on.
Disraeli married in 1S39, and at once began tft rise
to the stature he has reached. The Viscountess
Benconsfield Is dead, and we shall see how much
this extraordinary man also owed to the power
behind the throne. How long must it be before
great women can bring their powers to bear at
first hand ? Sometimes they bring them to bear
with both hands, and effectively.

STANLEY ENTERTAINED IN B08T0N.
Boston, Mass., Dec. 17,1872.

A reception was given Stanley, the discoverer of
Livingstone, this evening, by Curtis Guild, of the
Commervlat Bulletin, at his residence, 26 Mount
Vernon street. The affair wa§ quite Informal, but
very pleasant. Among those present, together
with many of the principal newspaper editors and
proprietors, were Governor Washburn, Mayor
Gaston, M. P. Wilder, Bev. E. E. Hale, Collector
Russell and many distinguished citizens and mem¬
bers of the city government. There were also sev¬
eral laoies present.

ICE ON THE HUDSON.
The Old "King" Practically Closed to

Navigation for the Winter.
NEWBTOfi, N. Y., Dec. 17, 1872.

The navigation of the Hudson north of this point
is practically closed for tte season. The only boats
now running between tbis city and New York are
Homer Ramsdell A Co.'s dally line of barges, which
are towed by heavy propellers, forcing a passage
through the ice. The barge Susquenanna left here
to-night in tow of a Ponghxeepsie propeller, the
latter making this her last trip for the aoason.
South ol this point the ice is not very heavy,
DUt with the continued cold Is gradually
becoming more difficult to pass through,
and, irom present indications, navigation
will soon be closed as far South as the southern en¬
trance to the Highlands at Pceksklll. The last tow
from the Pennsylvania Coal Works of this city
consisted of ninety loaded boats, whicn were taken
to New York by three steamers in one long river
procession, beaded by the Norwich, known as the
Ice King of the Hudson.

TBE ALABAMA MUDDLE ENDED.
Montoomiirt, Ala., Dec. 17,1872.

According to agreement tbe members of the
Court House and Capitol Legislatures met at the
State House at twelve o'clock to-day and proceeded
to business according to tbe plan of Attorney
General Williams.

In the Senate the Lieut nant Governor presided.
No special business was transacted. The Rarbour
county republican senator took his seat, but ii is
contested. The seat or the Marengo republican
senator will probably also be contested.

In the House ttio republicans elected the tempor¬
ary speaker and clerk. They will *tve ft majority
oi frvut «U to eiffht.

AFRICA AND BRITAIN.

Sir Bartle Frere's Arrival at
Alexandria.

Cordial Reception of the Slave Trade Suppree-
sionist Missionary.Court Compliment from
the Khedive.A Distingniahed Party En¬
gaged in a (irate! Humanitarian Duty.

TElfGAAM TO THE HEW YORK HERALD.
Alexandria, Egypt, Dec. IT, 18T2.

Sir Haiti® Prere arrived In this city during
the afternoon to-dav en route on lua journey irora

Great Britain to Aden to join the British expedi¬
tion which baa been commissioned to act for the
suppression or the African slave trade.
The distinguished visitor travelled from Brindisi

by steamship.
OITIZKN RBOEPTION.

He waa received, on Isnrting, by the British Con¬
sul General and a large number of officers of the

Rgyptiaa army, who gave him a very warm and
encouraging greeting.

OOWKT HONOR BY THE KIMEIHVH.

Sir Bartte wilt proceed from Alexandria to Cairo,
where he will be entertained as the guest of Ilis
Highness the Khedive of Kgypt, previous to his
departure for Zanzibar.

SIR DAICTI.K'H ROOTS AND SUITE.
Sir Bartle Frere took his departure from Charing

Cross Station, London, on Thursday U» 2l»t or
November, bound for Zanalb^ \,j ^ayor Parla.
Brlndisl, Alexandria and ^de'n.
He was accompanlo'j t,y the members of A numer¬

ous and dlstlngulp'lt6(] BUjte> and
ron, R. U., commander of the ^L^vingstona East
09Wtl?*P«Vdltlon,» wt]J. »rZ'Js*& to Zanzibar with

^ party ttco»fj* *.£*
^ suite consists of the Rer. G. P. Darfgor, Sec¬
retary of Legation; Major Ewau Smith, private
secretary; the Kazl Shaliab-ud-Din, agent to the
Rao of Cutch; Captain Fairfax, R. N., and Mr. Hill
and Mr. Gray, attaches.the former from the
EngLUb Foreign and the latter from the India Office.

ENGLAND.

.rt9Press ltorlew of President Grant's
sage.Hin Diplomatic Urbanity, Cuban

Poflcj and Outlook Soutlil

Snow Storm and Swollen Rivers in the
North.Platform Rioters Punished.

TELEGRAMS TO THE NEW YORK HERALD.
London, Dec. 17, 1872.

The ftill text of President Urant's Message has
been rooelved by mall and Is published in the
London Journals.
The London Times, reviewing the Message, says

the President appears "reticent, formal and cour¬
teous, bowing to th^plomatlc circle with all the
Cr^arifty of~1an Old World statesman." The
Message Is a striking picture or the prosperity
and rapid progress or the country. The London
Tltnea approves of the proposal for an Alaska
Boundary Commission, praises the President's
"moderation toward Cuba," and applauds the re¬
commendation for the reduction of the army, and
adds:."The President, about to enter upon Mb
second term, finds the Union restored to its
normal state at all salient points, but still bearing
traces of the great war In the public debt and the
disorganization of the South.
The London Xrvoa, commenting on President

Grant's Message, trusts his recommendation for
the abolition of slavery In Cuba will be successful
with the Spanish government.

SEVEKR SNOW STORM AND SWOM.EN RIVER?,
A severe snow storm prevailed in the north

England during the day yesterday.
In Yorkshire and Derbyshire the ground Is

covered to the depth or one loot and railway trains
are delayed.
The rivers In that section or the country are

very much swollen.
PLATFORM RIOTERS SENTENCED TO PRISON.

Fourteen of the ringleaders In the disorderly
demonstrations at the Fenian Amnesty Meeting in
Stockton, on Sunday last, have been Bent to prison
for various terms of punishment.
Severe Storm of Snow After Rain.Tele-
graphs Interrupted and Coast Line
Swept.

London, Dec. 18.5:30 A. M.
It has been storming for the last twenty-lour

hours, and the rain fall has been the heaviest of
the season. Large tracts of land In Leicestershire
are Inundated.
In Derbyshire snow has fallen to the depth of

twelve inches.
The telegraph lines In all directions are badly

damaged. Telegraphic communication with Liver¬
pool, Leeds and Hull is interrupted.
At Grimsby the gale was a hurricane, and many

casualties are reported.
Wreck of a Ship on a Voyage from

Philadelphia.
London, Deo. 18.5:30 A. M.

The ship Luconla, from Philadelphia for Rotter¬
dam, went ashore in the storm, near Boulogne, and
became a total wreck.
All hands on board were saved except one.

DISRAELI'S DOMESTIC bereavement.
Tne luneral of Lady Beaconsfleld will take place

on Thursday. It will be strictly private.

WEATHER REPORT.

War Department, )Office of tiik Chief Signal Officer, 5
Washington, D. C., Dec. ih.1 A. M. J

Sisnopni* for the Past TWenty-fOur ilours.
In the Northwest the barometer has risen, with

northerly and northeasterly winds, occasional
snow and cloudy weather, extending southward to
Missouri and the Lower uhio and eastward to the
Western Lakes; in the Oulf and South Atlantic
States northerly to easterly winds, clotidy weather
and light rain, with lower pressures; m the Lower
Lake and Canadian regions southerly and westerly
winds, generally clear weather and low temper*,
fures and high barometers; in the Middle and
Eastern States northwesterly to northeasterly
winds, clear weather In the latter and cloudy
weather and light snow and rain In the southern
part of the former section.

ProbabUWts.
The barometer win rise in the Northwest and

over the Western Laices and thence to Arkansas
and Tennessee, with northerly and northeasterly
winds, cloudy cold weather and occasional snow
and rain, clearing in the afternoon; in the Gulf
and South Atlantic States northerly to easterly
winds, low pressures, cloudy weather and rain,
clearing away in the evening; In Michigan, on the
Lower Lakes and in Canada, southwesterly to
northwesterly winds, partly cloudy and cold
weather and occasional snow; in the Middle and
Eastern States northwesterly and northeasterly
winds, diminishing pressures, lower temperatures,
cloudy weather, with occasional mow aad rain in
the former.

The Weather la This City Yesterday.
The fellowlng record will show the changes in

the temperature for the past twenty.four hours in
comparison with the corresponding day of last

fear, as indicated by the thermometer at Iludnut's
liuruacy, Hkraw Building:.

1871. 1872. 1871. 1872.
3 A. M M 31 8 .30 P. M .37 36
6 A. M 83 81 8 P. M 36 31
0 A. M 34 28 9 P. M 32 29
12 M 38 83 12 P. M 32 28
Average temperature yesterday 30X
Average temperature for corresponding date
last/ear Wi

GERMANY.

A New Firat Secretary for the Imperial Lega¬
tion in Washington.

TELEGRAM TO THE NEW YORK HERALO.
London, Dee. IT, 1872.

Among the passengers by the steamship ltheln,
which left Uremen ou Saturday for New York, Is
Connt Andreas Hernstorff, lately attached to the
North German Legation at Vienna, who has been
appointed to succeed count Arntm Boltzenbnrg as
First Secretary or the same Legation at Wash¬
ington,
Herr Von Arko Valley, who Is at present in Wash¬

ington, takes the place of Count Andreas Bernstorff
In Vienna.
PRINUK BISMARCK RKI.IEVKD OP A OOUNCU PRESI-

DKNCT.
General Von Roon will act provisionally as Presi¬

dent of the Prussian Council ol Ministers, the Em¬
peror having grautod Prince Bismarck's request to
bo relieved.

SPAIN.

C&rlist Rout by Boyaliit Troopt.

TELEGRAM TO THE NEW YORK HERALI.
Madrid, Dec. IT, 1872.

Three Carllst hands were defeated and dispersed
by the government troops oa tho 10th Instant.

MEXICO.

Vote by Ballot Difficulties.Cortina'i Flan Of
Carrying an Election.National Progress

Despite the Border Line Agitation.
... 'TWfc

TELEGRAMS TO THE HEW YORK HERALO.
Matamoros, Dec. IT, 1872.

The delegates from the different precincts who
retired from the headquarters of election without

?»><» VOtPS for m""'"'.'
yr>f f r .' mj as-"'*"" wimiors, »u v~

Couht 6f tue Interference or the military on tUJ
ISth Inst., were Induced last evening by Colonel
Cristo, military commander, to again meet.
Raving done so, and being about to connt the

votes, they were attacked by thirty armed roughs,
who carried away and destroyed the papers and
votes.
This act Is supposed to bo the work of Cortli^

he having publicly stated that, with one delegate
of the twenty-four, he would carry the election.

Tcleraph Communication and National
,&sz:Telegraphic commm .n..,., t..c city or Mex¬

ico, by way of Matamoros, has been re-established,
and a telegram watt received In Now York on Tues-
dar, 17th Instant, from the Associated Pressor Mex¬
ico to the press of this country, through Its organ>
izatioJ'H, offering congratulations on the event,
and extafldlng an invitation to American repre¬
sentatives to be present at the inauguration of the
completed ratiroad between the city of Mexico and
Vera Cruis, on the 1st or Jauuary next.

CUBA.

TELEGRAM TO THE NEW YORK HERALO.
Havana, Saturday, Dec. 14, 1872.1

Via Kicy Wkht. |
The government is purchasing horses In Mexico

for use ip the army.
The eplzooty continues and many horses are

dying.
murokr of a mate.

Andrew Marshall, a sailor, of the brig Mariposa,
at Santiago de Cuba, killed Frank Ureen, the sec¬
ond mate.

HAYTI.

Presidential Publication Relative to
Paper Money Redemption.

VInMpendance a1Haiti (newspaper) of the 3d
Inst, publishes for the first time a decree of
President sagct, of which the following Is a transla¬
tion of the Important portions
First.After the 15th of December, 1872, a delayof four months is accorded for the presentation for

exchange of paper money in circulation by the rull
dollar. Alter that delay paper money will cease
entirely to be current anywhere In the Republic.
second.\\ank bills of the denomination of >20,of the last issue, now greatly depreciated by coun¬

terfeits, will be and will continue entirely with¬
drawn from circulation after the 15th of December
next, and will cease In consequence to circulate as
money in the Kepubllc.
?

Eighth.Hj virtue of the provisions of article 12
of the law of August 24, lx~2, there will be fixed
by official puolications, made by the authorities
designated for the purpose, wherever necessaryand as often as required, the counter value in
money (specie) of the prices la paper money of all
articles of consumption.

DIX WON'T DINE.
A Complimentary Banquet Deeltned by
the Governor Elect.Reform To Be Car*
rled Ont In Cold Blood.
The following is the correspondence which has

passed concerning a formal banquet tendered to
General Dix and declined by that gentleman

Nsw Yob*. Dec. 10, 187*.
Hon. Joan A. Di*;.
Dun Kir.The near approach of the time when youwill leave this cltr to enter upon your responsible duties

as Governor of tlilx State Induces tin to ank of you tho
honor of meeting un at a public dinner, to be given on
any day which may be agreeable to you.
We desire to avail ourselves ot the occasion to express

.nr entire confidence that your administration ot the
affairs of this State, as Its executive head, will be char¬
acterized by economy and efficiency in every depart¬ment of the government under your control; tlmi, aj>predating the emphatic expression ol the people's willfor a thorough reform In legislation, you will encourageand promote, by all the means in your power, the enact¬
ment of such laws as will protect and secure the justright* of all classes of our citizens, and thus restore tho
government of this state to the purity of its early days.
A long and unsullied life, so lanie a part of which' has

been spent in the acceptable performance of high public
trusts. Is a guarantee that you will exhibit, in the distin¬
guished position to which you have been elevated by so
large a vote of your fellow citizens, the same sterling" vir¬
tues wnlch have been evinced in your discharge of all
official duties. We are, dear fir, very respectfully yours,JOHN C. GREEN. ALEX. T. HTEWaKT.
ROYAL PHELPS. WM. P. HAVEMEYER.
JOHN J. CISCO. EUWIN D. MORGAN.
JOHN J. A8TOR. HENRY NHOLL.
JOHN A. STEWART. JAMES M. BROWN.
JOHN D. JONES. HENRY G. MAROUAND.
EDWARDS PIERREPONT. J. D. VERMILYE.
ROBERT L KENNEDY. J. PIERPONT MORGAN.
CHARLES BUTLER. B. B. SHERMAN.
CHARLES H RUSSKLL. WILLIAM K. DODO P.
GEORuE CABOT WARD. JONATHAN 8TURGEH.
SAMUEL D. BABCOCK. ROBERT L. STUART.
WILLIAM H. MAi'Y. ALEX. STl'ART.
WILLIAM B. ASTOR.

No. 3 Wkst Twrnrrr mrst PrwcitT, Dec. 14. 1872.
Gimtlkjukx I have had the honor to receive yourfavor ot the 10th inst., inviting me to meet you at a puo-lie dinner.
For thii hind Invitation and tor the flattering expres¬

sions of confidence and friendly regard with which it U
accompanied, I bet; yon touccept my most sin- ere HmuKi
Mv departure at linearly dny to take up mv residence In
Albany, and mv urgent engagements in the meantimem
arranging my private affuirs here, compel nit to decline
the honor you nave tendered me.

I am In nerfect accordance with yon in rejtard to the
popular expression at the late election in tavor ol a radi¬
cal reform in the admlnlstrationo! the affairs ot the stale
nnd its commercial capital. I consider it a verdict by the
people against the corrupt and selfish management of
political cll'\ues, a condemnation of extravagance,
fraud, malfeasance in office and public plun¬
der, and a declaration in favor of retrench-
nirnt in expenditure, a strict accountaliilltv in
executive department', atul a tiurlflcatlon of the halls
of legislation, the prolific source* of abuse. To the ac
compllshment of these oblects I am committed by view*
announced years ago, widely circulated during ine late
political canvass, and ratified, as I conceive, by an over-
whelming maiority of the people, fo lar as depends on
me, theae views will lie faithfully and inflexibly carried
out It may be necessary tor the Legislature, in
extirpating the diseased parts of the body politic,to report to sharp remedial processes, but I trust these
processes will be performed with an unflinching hand,
and. In so doing, the representatives of the people who
have been chosen to execute their will may rely on mv
most cordial co-operation.
Renewing the expression of my mo«t grateful Acknow-

ledgmentof the honor you have dona me, I am, gentle¬
men, respectfully and truly yours, JOHN A. I)1X.
Messrs. William B. Astor, Alex. T. Stewart, Wi liam F,
Havcf&cyer, E. D. Morgan and others.

THE COMMITTEE OF SEVENTY,
The Governor Eleet Resign*.

General John A. Dlx, the Governor elect, ha« ad.
drensed the following letter to Mr. Jumo? M. Brown,
resigning from the Committee of Seventy:. J

No. S.Wr.sT Twr.HTT-rtRST Ptbrht, Dee. 17,1P7J.DkhHir.Ail am about to remove to Albnnv I deemIt proper to resign my place as a member of the Comnilt-
tee or Seventy. In dissolving my connection with yousnd our associates in the committee, ( shall carry with
me a pleasant remembrance of our joint coivtultationsand labors, and ot our earnest efforts to secure for ourfellow clti/.en» a municipal government which should
protect them in the future trutn the gross abuses of the
past I am, very truly, yours, JOHN A. IIIX.
Jamks M. Bk< fc*j Chairman Committee Ol Bev-

enyr.

¦¦' N .-.

AMUSEMENTS.
Fifth Avenue Theatre."A Bold Stroke

for ft Hunhand."
The latent, and, wo presume, the taut of the old

Kngllsh comedies, Mr». Cowley's "Bold Stroke for »
Husband,*' was produced at the Fifth Avenuo
Theatre last night. The cast was chiefly remark¬
able in the fact that the leading parts were all
taken by the younger members of Mr. Daly's com¬
pany, Mr. George Clarke and Mr. Lewis James as¬

suming Don Julio and Don Carlos, and Miss Fanny
Davenport and Miss Clara Morris the Donna Olivia
and Donna Victoria. Mr. Griffiths played Don
Cjesar and Mr. Owen Fawcett the musical genius,
Don Vlncentio. Asa picture the play was very
beautiful, but as a severe and faithful Interpreta¬
tion of Spanish life.which, like the law of the
Modes and Persians, changes not.It fell below
that merit the company could have shown by a
more studlod presentation of the piece. We attach
no particular blame to this fault, however, for Mr».
Cowley's play is scarcely Spanish, beyond the
names of the characters and the harsh rules which
husbands and fathers adopt In the control of their
wives and daugh'ere. People care very little now¬
adays for the severe etiquette of Spanish Hie,
smothered, as It Is. In a multitude of fine phrases,
and Its representation would aiford little pleasure.
Taking this view of the matter, the manner in
which the play was presented was better than If
tne players had adhered to the strictest Spanish
ideal. If never reaching the height of greatness,
a thing which this comedy scarcely allows, It was
well done in all Its parts. Neither special fault nor
special praise need be awarded to anybody, except
In a single and unexpected instance, tho perform-
anoe being unusual for Its ease and evenuess. It
was piquant often and always airy as a Summer
cloud. It never dragged, and sometimes was made
very amusing. It makes little difference whether It
was well played as old comedy, for its great oxcol-
lence consisted in tne fact that It was comedy
well played. Miss Kate Claxtoa, as the Donna
Marcella, was worthy of a word of praise, and tolsa
Kose St. Clair, who made her flrst appearance in
this city, was more fortunate than somo other of
the new comers In playing the little part that she
attempted with an ease that at least gave promise
of something better la the future, well as all the
parts were played the piece gave one of those dra¬
matic surprises It is a very pleasant duty to record.
Miss Mary Gary, In playing Mlnette, Donna Olivia's
maid, acted the assumption of her mistress s char¬
acter in the fourth act with singular skill, and was
rewarded by being called before the curtain. It
was one of those returns for doing a small part
well which a generous public Is always willing to
bestow hero It Is merited, and In spite of much
p^ctuent acting at this and other theatres this

1 Tittle episode must be plw«4 among tho successes
\ bl tue diamaUc

^ ^

* ¦.«*( and The*trt«»l
,. .

,4The Duke's Mfotw- in now on thO fit {&<?'
Brooklyn Theatre and'attracts very good bosses.
l)amrosch and Mills announce a concert of Cham¬ber muBiq of particular excellence tor Thursdayevening at Stelnway Hall.
The "Arcadian Symphony," by the best of Ameri¬

can compos^rs^goorge Bristow, will be the reature
of the Brooklyn Philharmonic concerts this Wlnt®^.M?' M°nn Gilbert anl fcfisa" Emo Ot>rmofl uiakotheir flrqt appearance at Wallace's this season in"Drotfier sani." Two such excellent artists cannot
fall to euhance the interest of the performance.
After Christmas a rich feast of music Is In store.

Rubinstein, the king of all living muftiolans;
Wieniawski, tho first violinist in the woi-flf, and
Theodore Thomas and Ills Incomparable orchestra
all return to us with new works and new pro¬
grammes.
Miss Jenny Busk, who is the soprano for the third

of the Mills and Damrosch soirees of chamber
music to-morrow evening, Is a Baltimore lady. She
gained some reputation last year In concert sing¬
ing in the smaller cities, and now appeals to New
York taste for judgment.
The Italian opera company Is doing well In Phil-

ffdclphla, to Judge from tho reception accorded to
Luccl t>n Monday night. Well the "Kleine Paul¬
ine" ennnot fall to make a good impression In the
beginning after the thesaurus of adjectives thrown
at her feet by New York critics.
The Mendelssohn Uulon, which, since the ad¬

vent of Albert Weber as one of the managers,
seems to have picked up new life, now proposes to
take the place of the defunct Harmonic. This so¬
ciety will give on Christmas evening the oratorio
of "The Messiah" In first class style at Stelnway
Hall.
Mr. George L. Fox was recently offered |4,oooper

week for a two months'engagement by the man¬
agers of the Olympic Theatre. "Iiumpty Dumpty,"
however, was compelled to decline the tempting
offer, his present arrangements extending so far
into the future as to preclude the acceptance of all
overtures.
The fearfully and wonderfully made tones of Ger¬

man opera at the Stadt Theatre will not satisfy
the American public for the absence of Lucca.
Poor l'aullne 1 is the burden of the operatic voice.
Likely next year "Diva Adellna'' will be the cry.
Hut such is the voice of the public. "La Relne eat
morte; vice la Relne!'* When I'attl comes let all
others stand aside.
There is a movement among theatrical managers

to abolish the bill-board system of advertising.
Besides the expense which attends this mode of
advertising, It Is made a great nuisance, not only to
the public, but to the theatres. All the city officials,
from the street-sweepers to the attaches of the
Corporation Attorney's otllce, use it as a means of
petty blackmail upon Managers, and in addition to
the annoyance and expense the system Is of no
use In attracting patronage.
Mr. Jean Vogt gave a specimen of his talents as

a composer at Stelnway's yesterday afternoon. A
select (that is the polite term, we suppose, when
the numbers are infinitesimal) audience listened
to a number of Mr. Vogt's works. Well, the works)
proved to be muslcianly and actually possessed of
some merit. No wonder, when such artists as
Mills, Damrosch, Bergner, Goffrie, Ac., took part
in them. But Mr. Vog; is not a pianist worthy to
compet" with the coteric of local artists that now
reign with undisputed power in this city. Ills
works will be accepted as the results of a good
musical education, and nothing further.

THE GREAT FIBE IN HAMILTON.
Hamilton*, Ont., Dec. 17,1872.

The smouldering ruins of yesterday's Are burst
Into flames this afternoon, communicating with
Davis A Co.'s store adjoining. Their loss is $«o,ooo;
insurance J40.000. James Turner A Co.'s whole-
sale grocery was damaged to a large amount. The
Hank of Commerce received considerable damage,
Some of the Insurances are as follows:.Imperial,
(8,000; Commercial Tnlon, f*,uoo, and Hartford,
|7,ooo. The total loss is estimated at Jion.ooo,
which, with yesterday's Are, makes the loss over
$200,000.
Rnrnrtf* Miniature TolleH.Kkgont

ASSORTED COLORED BOXES, containing a completeToilet Appendage, admirably adapted to the Toilet fable
an* traveller'snortmanteaa. ACCEPTABLE Holiday
PRESENTS. Wholesale by druggists sundry men every¬
where.

A.For a Brautlfnl Hat for the Holi¬
days fro direct to the manufacturer, ESPENsfCHEID, 118
>'aw.uu street.

A Card.
Bvsi.iass Ornrr.n or Wmtfrw .t Co., Prsi.nnrR*, (

37 Park Row, Nkw York. Dec. 17, 1*72. )
To Newsmen.

We hare thl« day received the following notification
froiu the American News CompanyAmkricam Nkw< Oo«pj»!»r, )

llf^ 117, 119 i.id 121 Nissac Strfrt, >
8rpmijiT*.iDK«T'« Orrica, Dec. 17, 1872. )

M. ^sr«. WraTta* A Co., Publishers of Coal and Iron
aecord
Okstlkmrr.We have lust been notified ky the Secre¬

tary of the New Central Coal Company that Tour paper of
December 18 contain* a gro-s libel on them and that if we
continue If* tale they would hold u* responsible. We
shall, therefore, tie obliged to discontinue the sale of the
number in question. Yours truly,

PATRICK eaRREF.LT, Secretary
Not wishing to cause anv Inconvenience, trouble or ex-

pen*! fo the above named company and willing to take
the entire responsibility «t the .¦h«rK<' ol libel on our own
shoulders, we have afwolved the eompany from their
contract with us. Yoa will, therefore, please send your
orders direct to this office, whence they will be filled, in
the order of their reception, as rapidlyas possible.WESTERN A CO.
A.Herald Branch OAee, Brooklyn,

corner ot Pulton avenue and Boerutn streot,
< >pen irum * A. M. to ¦ P. M.
On Sunday from S to 8 P. M,

A.Herring's Patent
CHAMPION HAKES,

!5I and WJ Broadway, corner of Murray street.

A Raaerlor Aaaortment Wines, Bran*
dies, Jamison Irish Whiskey. JOHN J. STAFF,

115 Chambers street.

A..Royal Havana Lottery. Grand Ex¬
traordinary Drawing. J. B. MARTINEZ A CO., Bankers,
10 Wull street; Post offl< f boa New Tfk.

A..Don't Disturb the Congregation
with your coughing, sneezing, wheezing and trumpeting
when for so cents you can remove every trace ot your
cough or cold with HALE'S IIONEY OF HORKIIOIIKD
A N m TA K
The Minute Men of modern days arc those who cure

their toothach* In one minute with PIKE'S TOOTH¬
ACHE DKOPS_
A.-.Watts' Nervous Antidote, the Ntand-

srd guaranteed cure for Rheumatism, Neuralgia and
all Nervous t'ain, Disease Debility. uewr tail*

¦ 1 **¦ ¦ i*n
flatrhelorN Hair Uye..t* (he Beat in

Ik?«wo .
'"n'7 tr"0 :,n4 paffeet dye harmless,r.jli.

able, lunUuUnroin At all drujaints.
'

Barhera, Dm Markrtt'a »UK(r Colorla.-,

loViX'j4'ir.ty *U>T*-lu UbeTiy ,tr,:ot'Novr v°rk

Bookufor* In (he World.-*
167.4M m.yolihieul Holiday Hooka an.I Juveniles. Cat*
lo«ues troc\ LEOOAT BHOTHKRs, N,j 1 Beokinaust^
Extra Dry Cabinet

of
MOET AM) CHANDON

at

. .
ACKER, mKRBALL A CONDII**,

Chamber* etret\t, and Broadway ami Forty-second it

Father llurkr'* Pinal Anawer |«
}?CiUr*<Jrith Wcndhll Phillip*'Lee.
ture, Neat pamphlet, i'riee loe

J. W. i> KlilKN, 112 NasMiu street, Now Yprk.

For the Kilelien. Wnrren
a present that can Ih- appreet alert l>y mother wifn nm

?l''rntkUS??DbS^ ca.nflrw duringday '

¦ WARREW A CO., 2»fi Water *tree£ New York.

Pisra.Choice Mlork at Manafkrtirori*
price*. Call befnrepurohasinif.

BURKE, Manufacturer. 210 Broadway,
corner of Fultoo- street.

I./?" Qpahl*»». Painter, l.at« Holer A Or**
(IUAVLn 'Si- PATENT Nli'P BANNERS ANJ> KM.

street to
Ko,novo>' '*>"> W Uuaiia

"d .*
'4* Naanan street, near Spruce street.

. '®°^r.r. ^ G'aliara, Painter*..'The R«il«
nos* will bo COBtinned bv Hojku A CO at the old

im^kTaT'- .Drr.y.**-"7-.
piper hikdsick
Al! other* equally low. Vorv larifG stock of ntrii^iv Apa
ClawI WIWRs! LIQUORS. CoNl)lMKN'rs, TAni JK i7fiirtf
RIBS, havana CI(JARH *oid in quantities to uuit »ur.
chasers, at down town price*.

*

H. R. KIRK A CO. 'H New SUnd.
Oil Fulton street, north side. Kslatikhiicd IdM.

On IWarrlase.Happy Relief for Vounir

?8e!l6c,iAT\oN!bSari52ipli^,^ea- a^^howauu

Iloyal Havana lottery.Extraordinary
XT8.wT*£Tr R OHTEiiA (b01 u*

Healakln Cap*, Caantleta, Collara. <3tr mi
rno skating Season hat opened brilliantly, and
mand tor those oicnant article-, I* conseq^fv acti?£
varletioa of M0lld,y>
(ttZM?1"* -Wl Ball Cards--I.ateatPart*

- :jr^°r, D»"clttg. J. EVLltDELL, w Broad'
Established 1840. __ ..J, .

"t "I

¦w NKW P1IRL1CATIONH.

^ fi^UIO NEW NOVEL."
EXPIATION.

By Mrs. Julia u. R. uC"*' » ^

^uiUor ot "sybil Huntington," "Farminglato.*
' "Poenm." Ac. ®"

.Jl"10, *ln« cloth. $1 50.

h.TI'S »0d >(,ii-cjn,ncd popularity ctt "Svbtl
Ihi? h,^"" *nA ",'»"nfwial«" Kivea ample uran«

coMs/rurhv?ri!^ l'or,1 'f1'ur«3. the dramatic ability, the

"¦;.<%s:s%rX mi i'L""n"
^ '/ACK'H (liONDON, E. C) 'HVHTKM oi

sti uctionsh?.wntf!'i» °J,n,nlnlnK complete an4 simple ia.

wltlf thPlA.ir.Ht1 sti |)ro.v\' u,l<l °«'tt'»ce books correctly
with the least amount ot labor, by which every trade*

TrLlT0. hta ow5 bookkeeper, oipy mS/b? ftSl
«reetf?oo,.r5.aBent' KKEa K ANDEltSON?Vo VPiS#

DAl'PI^TON A Co.'S
~~"

. HOLIDAY LIST
books su?/able FOR

r,..
CHRISTMAS PRESENTS

Rnm« «i..".V.l( k illustrated works.

I km,?' ri ?w®,n?r»vinf*. Folio. Morocco. tXl
roc'o'W° ^l"ow, ^ cloth 9ft; Wa

Hrnwnr/!.l,'>ckii1,f,T.u,,<>4 8vo- 40 Illustrations, $4.
JJrowii, Jones A Robinson's American Tour. 4to. |&
o!!2o'n' * Robinson's ForelRit Tour. 4lo, Sfr.
nt r !! riMln 'rrca",ir«»- 4to- Morocco, >2&.
2Lri'".?ai pr-v- 1 vo!,u,nc- ¦»<>. Morocco, $10.

rocco $9
" y °' a l'"u"tain- 42 illustration*. S5; Ho.

Morocco1'$9°ns °f tlie 9owcr- 42 Illustrations. Cloth, »5|

ThLHu' f^,looL® ,,f Arf- 4,0 Morocco, $40.
in*' $'l

C ur' Beauti/ui cromosatid wood'OTUfraw
Cooper Mgnette*. Superb folio. Dcsiirns bv Darler.MA
g°ylc ; Picture* from Fairy Land, "vol toHo S&
Du*s«ldorf (Jailery. 1 eleitunt folio, $*>.
Gems of'European Art. Folio. Morocco extra' tSO

H!dh5f.0.ni'7?i, ".^P'^enwravii?*. $20.
'

moroceo $?3 lle,¦ e"Kravl|W Cloth, fitly

lMew.'v"nK!i,n$fl,and *"orl"i of Ruben«. Vandyke. Ac.

New York r«n,l?.b|°pZC|?' ,n"ny '>"Odl-Od desiCTl*; $».
J1* ,

entral I ark. Illustrated. Cloth, $10
Uet and 1 aiatcr. 99en«ravln«s. Cloth, $12; morooco»

nri nlr0ri*/hC/i- 3fi1Por!f"l<», Hoth, $7 SO; morocco, «1<»
<. Im]u,V .'L i

Kau bach silesign*. Morocco, $UL
2L .! ^ ,? ,Vry' ,V) "lustration*. Hvo., $ij.
Stratford (Jailery. 4ft ideal portraits. $l">
Waverley Uallery. 36enitravin«s. Cloth, $7 50, moroceor
The Wilkle Oallcry. 1 vol. 4to. Morocco, $40.
Woojlside and Seaside. Cloth. $:t.

HIA.NDARD authors, IN FINE BINDTNflt
Buckle's History of Civilization. 2rols. Half calf tlOfe
niewfn." w"VS 43 v,oUl< ISlno- Halt calf, $140.
Dickens Works, g vol*., small 8vo. Half calf, $21.
fjn in' *u-°\elH .Pd ?ale,"; rt v"1" luif ca". *!».
Hojithfl h >\ orks. 5 vols., l2mo. Half calf il">
t ulzotv History of Civilisation. 4 vol. llalfcalf. $1*

morocoo?$10W Best French Authors. Cloth! Wt
Half calf'*tla?" "0Urs' W,tU the B,"st En«"8h Author®.

Haffcalf!$16?P,et*'Work<' wlth port|,ait. « vols. llmo..
Macaul'ay's Complete W. rk*. 8 vols., 8vo., $48.
Macau lay a Complete Works. 4 vols., Umo., $1#.
MerHale * History of the Romans. 7 vols. Half calf, $Mk
Modern British Essayists, A vols., 8vo. Hall calf
Schiller s W orks. Translated. 4 vols., 12mo. Half calf^
The Spectator. New edition. 6 vols. Half calf, $29.

Halfcai|a$i48 ^Ueens of England. t> vol*
Tales from Blackwood. Half calf, $15.
I liVl"®rJir'"Works. 8vo., 22 vols., $100.
Thlera rrencli Revolution. 4 vols. Half calf. $10L
Trollops ¦ Novel*. 15 vols., ICmo. Halt call $!.'>
J* averley Novels. Black's edition. 25 vol*.', $ldot
Waver ay Novels. 4« vols Half calf, $140.

#67 5tl y Cenunary ediUon. 26 vola^

^Waverley Novels. Cheap edition. 6 vols. Half caU^
Wilson's (Prof.) Works. 12 vols. Small 8vo $45.
A catalogue of Books for the Holidays now ready an<

sent to any address on application.
l>. appleton A CO.,54'J and 561 Broadway, New York.

HOLMKH . . . . HAKLAND.
"Kdna Browning," by Mary J. Holmes, and "Tnn

ii* Steel," by Marlon lliirhuid. are the two most popular
novels of the year. U. W. CAULETON A CO., PubUshr-
irs, Madison square, Now York.

Hand books ok good society.
The best books 01 the sort ever printed, for self-iaa-

provemont are "Halilta of Oood Society," "Art ot <Vm-
versatlon" and 'W iiUu^, Heading ai«d Speaking." UL
W cauleton A CO., Publishers. Madison square.

HOLI DAY HOOKS,
the best and largest assortment down town.

A treat variety of flue English Books.
JOHN PYNE,

109 Nassau street.

Morning glories. . . . . by miss alcott.
This dellghtiul little book, by Louisa Alcott. author

ot "Little Women," Is selling; Immensely. children ana
crazy about it. Price $1 »>. G. W. tAKLETON A CU,
Publishers. Madison square, New York.

Rf PUBLICATIONS
of

sheldon ft COMPANY.
677 Broadway

(Under the Orsnd Central Hotel).
MODERN LEADERS. By Justin McCarthy. $1 75.
THE ordeal FOR WIVES. By Mrs. Annie Edwards.

SARATOGA IN 1901. Br EU Perkins. $2.
OCR POETICAL favorites. Bv Profewor A. C. K«qm
drlck. ii.

OUjBHT WF TO VISIT UERf By Mrs. Annie E4b
wards, fl.

overland. By J. W. De Forest. *1.
THE NFTHER SIDE OF NEW YORK. By Edw. Crap*
sey. fl.
CHARMING BOOKS FOR THE childre*.

ABBOTT'S AMERICAN HISTORIES. By Jaoot* Abbot*
ROLLO'S TOUR IN EUROPE. By .Jacob Abbott.

the rollo BOOKS. By Jacob Abbott.

the FLORENCE STORIES. By Jacob Abbott.
the IIARLIE STORIES. By Jacob Abbott;
ARTHUR'S HOME STORies. By T. 8. Arthur.
the COTTAGE LIBRARY. By Peter Farley.
THE POP gun STORIES! By Annt Fanny.
THE spectacle SERIES. By Sarab W. LaOder.

PICTURES and STORIES OF AXUIAX.9. By Mra. Saqft
boru Tenney.

good boy AND good gTrL'S LIBRARY.
WALTER'S TOUR IN the R.vst. By a 0. Eddy.
the DOVE STORIES. In luite type.
our HOLIDAY CATOLOOUR Is now ready.

bv sent to an.v address oa application.
sheldon A CO..

#77 Hnoadway. _¦

Twelve views ok heaven. . mt. . J
A newborn by twelve dlstineuishoit divines. .»«.«

published. anl attracting ijreat attention
sold. Price $1 80. O. W. CARLE TOM A CO.. Publlsherv
Madison square, New York. f>
1 -POLK ON WHIST. -J
LO ( O. A very remarkaMe and tmtrneHw little
English work on the na-tie of uV*ought to have 4mr rricn It <>. w. MUitilUN ^
CO.. t'uiiUahun. Muare« Mow iMa*


